Obituary
Obituary improving the care of patients with vascular diseases. His strength was not just research, but also in education, advocacy and policy. There were no challenges too big for Alan and his persistence finally paid off with CMS agreeing to reimburse for PAD exercise rehabilitation. I am so pleased that Alan was able to realize one of his dreams by pushing that therapy into standard practice.
William Hiatt, MD, MSVM, Past President (1995 -1997 We were close colleagues as I followed you as President of the SVM … for 6 years I talked to you almost every day and there were times that I saw you more than my own family and friends in my home town. We have been through great successes and shared some very sad times together. I have admired you as a colleague, as a cheerleader … I am going to miss you my friend.
Jeffrey W. Olin, DO, MSVM, Past President (1999 -2001 No one had more energy, more creativity, more focus or dedication to the field of vascular medicine than Alan. My fondest memory was sitting in a night club in Minneapolis with him listening to Erin Bode. I miss him terribly.
Michael Jaff, DO, MSVM, Past President (2003 -2005 Alan and I started down our career path together 30 years ago at the Brigham and Women's Hospital where we were young physician-scientists in the emerging field of vascular medicine. Our paths criss-crossed many times over the ensuing years. I loved exchanging ideas with Alan … he had so many of them … and was most passionate about those that might make a difference to his patients. Alan was a spectacular advocate for our patients and for vascular health. Among his many contributions to vascular medicine was his founding of the P.A.D. Coalition, which at the time of his (MSVM) award included 37 organizations focused on vascular health. Alan was capable of mounting such collaborative efforts because of his compelling oratory and infectious enthusiasm. On a more personal note, I will fondly remember Alan as a one-man Klezmer band: highly energetic, exceedingly creative, sometimes a little silly, but always one to bring a smile to your face.
John Cooke, MD, MSVM, Past President (2005 -2007 Alan Hirsch was many things to me … he was the source of strength in adversity, the motivator when the tank was empty, and a singular force when everyone else had given up. In his pursuit of a supervised exercise benefit for claudicants, he is Moses who led us to the Promised Land but will never cross the river Jordan. We must continue the battle.
Joshua Beckman, MD, MSVM, Past President (2011-2013) I don't remember when I first met Alan, because the moment we did -whenever it was -he treated me like a close friend and an old one. My first recollection of interacting with him was around the PARTNERS study. I was fresh out of fellowship, and had no idea how to go about executing this study. Alan walked me through the process so enthusiastically and attentively, that I had no idea I was one of hundreds of sites … Every time I spoke with him I left the conversation with two things: a longer to-do list, and the enthusiasm to attack it.
James Froehlich, MD, FSVM, Immediate Past President I remember Alan as full of energy, a tireless and passionate advocate for SVM and the cause he believed in -PAD. A giant in the field of vascular medicine … He will be missed by all.
John R. Bartholomew, MD, MSVM, President
No one could command a room and motivate a crowd like Alan. Working with him on the P.A.D. Coalition was a turning point for me when I first entered the vascular world. I went to a number of his talks at ACC this past March, and he was in top form … spreading the gospel of a population-based approach to preventing limb loss in CLI and talking about his team's ambitious program to disseminate the PAD Guidelines throughout the state of Minnesota. He was always the life of the party at SVM Scientific Sessions … I don't think he ever missed a meeting. I still can't believe he won't be with us this week.
Heather Gornik, MD, FSVM, President-Elect
The fields of lymphedema and advanced venous disease were fortunate to capture Alan's attention in his last few years. Having been a long-time student of his publications and lectures, I have always looked up to him as a mentor. He also became a good friend and colleague. He was always available for a phone call, to advise me and to uplift my spirits during grant writing. His phone call would begin with, 'So Kolluri, let's chat about your nasty venous ulcer stuff'. I will miss him terribly.
Raghu Kolluri, MD, FSVM, Treasurer
